.ﬁ Books Recommended for Reading Aloud to
Young Children

Janet and Allan Ahlberg:

Title

Each Peach Pear Plum

Peepo!

Peek-a-Boo!

The Jolly Postman

The Jolly Christmas Postman
The Jolly Pocket Postman

Burglar Bill
Funnybones

The Happy Family series

Pamela Allen:

}
Provided by the Foundation for Learning and Literacy

Comments

Several well-known rhymes and traditional tales are mentioned in this
clever book, so it’s worth reading those to children prior to the reading
this title. This allows children the delight in recognizing

familiar texts.

Children love the hole in the page to predict what’s coming up next. This
book has the same illustrations as Peek-a-boo! but with
more text. Available to read on YouTube.

This is the same book as Peepo! but with different text. Available
to read on YouTube.

When children start school, they will also love these titles. They have
pockets containing letters and cards as part of the stories.

Great books for years 1 and 2

Children will love the rhythm of the language in Pamela Allen’s books. There are many other titles and they are all
excellent so when children start school they will love all of them.

Title

Fancy That!

| Wish | Had a Pirate Suit
Shhh! Little Mouse

A Lion in the Night

Mr Archimedes’ Bath

Comments

Available to read on YouTube

Some very young children are frightened by the lion so think about
whether this one suits your child. On YouTube.

This one is more suitable for children in years 1 and 2
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Mr McGee

MrMcGee Goes to Sea It's fabulous when children can meet the same character in lots of books
Mr McGee and the Blackberry Jam like they can with Mr McGee.

Mr McGee and the Perfect Nest

Mr McGee and the Biting Flea

Mr McGee and the Big Bag of Bread

Bertie and the Bear Simple language with repetitive phrases and sentences. Suitable for
independent reading for beginning readers.

Who Sank the Boat?

Belinda Available to read on YouTube

Alexander’s Outing Available to read on YouTube

Nick Bland:

Title Comments

The Very Hungry Bear Children love collecting the series of the Bear books.

The Very ltchy Bear

The Very Cranky Bear

The Very Noisy Bear

The Very Sleepy Bear

The Very Brave Bear

The Wrong Book On YouTube and as award winning interactive app. A very clever book.

The Unscary Book

John Burningham:

John Burningham’s books have a ‘softer’ feel about them, particularly because of the style of his illustrations. His books
encourage imagination.

Title Comments

Avocado Baby

The Way to the Zoo

Oi, Get off our Train Suitable for independent reading for beginning readers
Would you Rather ....

Mr. Gumpy’s Motor Car Simple language and with repetitive phrases and sentences.

Mr. Gumpy’s Outing Suitable for independent reading for beginning readers.
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Cannonball Simp
The Magic Bed
The Shopping Basket

Edwardo

Eric Carle:

Title

The Very Quiet Cricket
Rooster’s off to See the World
Do You Want to be my Friend?
The Tiny Seed

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Have You Seen my Cat?

Do You Want to be my Friend?
Today is Monday

The Very Busy Spider

These titles will be enjoyed by children as they begin school.

Comments

Simple language and with repetitive phrases and sentences. Suitable for
independent reading for beginning readers.

Bill Martin Jnr. and Eric Carle:

Title

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you

See?

Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What do you See’

Baby Bear, Baby Bear, What do you See?

Lynley Dodd:

Title

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy

Hairy Maclary’s Bone

Hairy Maclary and Zachary Quack

Hairy Maclary Scattercat
Hairy Maclary Hide and Seek

Hairy Maclary’s Rumpus at the Vet

Comments

All bear books are very easy for beginning readers

Comments

The repetitive and rhyming language in this title makes it a
very popular book with very young children.

There are many other great titles about the dog Hairy Maclary and his
animal friends which children can then enjoy when they are ready for
longer stories
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Hairy Maclary’s Show Business
Hairy Maclary’s Hat Tricks

Hairy Maclary’s Catawaul Caper
Slinky Malinky Early Bird

Slinky Malinky

Slinky Malinky Catflaps

Slinky Malinky Open the Door

Scarface Claw

Julia Donaldson:

This author has written many more books young children enjoy when they are reading independently.

Title Comments
Toddle Waddle This book is available on YouTube
The Gruffalo On YouTube. Easy to read.

The Gruffalo’s Child
Snail and the Whale

Room on a Broom Much more text but children love it.

Mem Fox:

All of these titles are suitable for beginning readers. Other favourites such as Possum magic are more suitable for year
2 and beyond for independent reading.

Title Comments
Hello Baby!

Sleepy Bears

A Particular Cow

Night Noises

Bonnie and Ben Rhyme Again

Harriet, You'll Drive me Wild

Hattie and the Fox Simple language and with repetitive phrases and sentences. Suitable for
independent reading for beginning readers.

Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes
Where Is the Green Sheep?
Time for Bed

Goodnight Sleep Tight
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Boo to a Goose
Zoo-looking
Nellie Belle
Ducks Away
This and That

Emily Gravett:

Title Comments

Dogs

Baby and Me

The Odd Egg This book is available on YouTube

10 Cats

Eric Hill:

Title Comments

Where's Spot? This one is easy to read with repetition and children love the idea of liftir
the flap to find answers.

Spot’s Fun in the Sun There are many other titles about Spot the Dog.

Spot’s Birthday Party A sense of character in stories is developed when children meet the sam

Spot Goes to the Farm character in several books.

Spot Goes to School
Spot’s First Walk
Spot Loves his Dad
Spot Goes Shopping
Spot’s New Friend
Who's There Spot?

Where are the Yellow Chicks Spot?
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Pat Hutchins:

All titles have repetitive refrains. Great for developing prediction strategy.

Title Comments

Rosie’s Walk Suitable for beginner readers.
Good-night Owl!

Where Oh Where is Rosie's Chick?

Don’t Forget the Bacon! Year 1

The Doorbell Rang

Titch

Ten Red Apples Great for maths

The Surprise Party Great for 6 — 8-year-olds
The Wind Blew

The Very Worst Monster

You'll Soon Grow into them Titch
Tidy Titch

Happy Birthday Sam

Alison Lester:

Title Comments

Noni the Pony A sense of character in stories is developed when children meet the sam
, character in several books.

Noni the Pony Rescues a Joey

Noni the Pony Goes to the Beach

Noni the Pony Counts to a Million

Kissed by the Moon Simple language and with repetitive phrases and sentences. Suitable for
independent reading for beginning readers.

I’'m Green and I'm Grumpy

Who's that Knocking

Roar

The Very Noisy Baby Children love joining in the refrain

Sing me the Summer

My Dog Bitsy

Crashing and Splashing Board books for babies

Happy and Sad
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Bumping and Bouncing
Bibs and Boots

Clive Eats Alligators
When Frank was Four
Rosie Sips Spiders
Tessa Snaps Snakes,
Ernie Dances to the Didgeridoo
Celeste Sails to Spain
Are We There Yet?

My Farm

Magic Beach

Imagine

Dr. Suess:

Title

The Cat in the Hat

Green Eggs and Ham

One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish
Hop on Pop

Fox in Sox

Margaret Wild:

Title

This Little Piggy Went Dancing
Goodbye House, Hello House
First Day

On the Day You Were Born

Alison has written many other excellent books for children to enjoy whei
they are independently reading or are ready for read aloud with more
details. Her illustrations have great detail so children continue to notice
items each time the books are read.

Comments

The fun with sounds of language makes these titles popular

with young children, but they are longer stories than most other picture
books for this age group. There are many other titles suitable for years 4
8 approx.

Note: available as animated movies on Youtube.

Comments
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More titles to explore with young children:

Title

Goodnight Moon
Runaway Bunny
Ten Little Pirates
Ten Little Dinosaurs
Ten Little Princesses
Dear Zoo

Five little monkeys jumping on
the bed

Are You my Mother?

The Tiger who Came to Tea
Guess How Much | Love You
The Lion in the Meadow

We're Going on a Bear Hunt

Oneis a Snail and Ten is a Crab

Where the Wild Things Are

Sheepin aleep

My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes
The Pig in the Pond

Farmer Duck

Owl Babies

| Went Walking

Author

Margaret Wise Brown
Margaret Wise Brown
Mike Brownlow

Mike Brownlow

Mike Brownlow

Rod Campbell

Eileen Christelow

P.D. Eastman
Judith Kerr
Sam McBratney
Margaret Mahy

Michael Rosen

April Pulley Sayre and Jeff
Sayre

Maurice Sendak

Nancy Shaw
Eve Sutton
Martin Waddell
Martin Waddell
Martin Waddell

Sue Williams

Comments

A fabulous author of books for all ages

This is a fabulous story to act out and will
introduce children to an author whose other
stories and poetry they will love

when they are older

A brilliant book about numbers

Be sure your children won't be frightened
by the 'monsters’

Very easy for beginning readers.
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